






Is made of volunteers …responds at no cost
to you!
This is an effective way to offer resources to
your community without reaching in to your
budget!
Spends hours in the classroom: with classes
that include crime scene preservation,
structural collapse, Haz Mat awareness….
Attends seminars at their own expense to
expand their proficiency








Will not self deploy. Will respond to
legitimate law enforcement request only.
Is NIMS certified
Is well equipped to take care of themselves
and the victim when found.
Usually has own radio communication and
navigation equipment
trained and experienced in search
technique.
Is self sufficient

Has navigation and map reading skills
and training.
 needs little direction
 Is reliable and trustworthy
 Is dedicated
 follows directions
 Is aware of proper chain of
communication and will not speak with
the media/family without your approval


You contact your local K-9 SAR group
and ask for their credentials.
 Have them come demonstrate and list
their resources.
 Arrange a training that includes the use
of the team.
 Allow the SAR team to develop a
working relationship with your
department


Copies of class attendance certificates
 Certification of handler and canine
 Contact info of members
 Equipment available
 Likely response times
 Response area the team will provide


Will allow you to understand when and
where you can best use a trained
volunteer K-9 team.
Will allow you to know what they can
provide and when
Will generate trust and a cohesive group
that can best serve the victim or lost
person.
Will expedite response times

Will reduce confusion
Will satisfy the family that all resources are
in use.
We offer the Hug a Tree program to area
children’s groups and schools. Please
contact us to arrange a discussion. Hug
a tree is a basic “what to do” if lost in the
woods.

Tracking/trailing
 Area
 Backtracking
 Disaster
 Recovery on land and water








A tracking dog is trained to follow footsteps
and may be trained to find evidence along
the way.
A trailing dog follows the scent plume. They
will follow in the general direction of the
victim by following scent particles that
settle according to weather conditions and
will generally cut the trail for wind blown
scent.
Both are usually scent specific, but on some
occasions can work without a scent article.







When a good, uncontaminated scent
article is available.
When there is a clear point last seen (PLS).
When there is a contaminated scene
(multiple foot traffic, vehicles, and other
scent contamination).
Each “team” usually consists of the canine,
the handler, one or two “flankers” that may
serve as radio communicator and/or
navigator.

One valuable use of a scent specific trailing
dog is to eliminate negative areas.
 If presented with a scent article, and the
person in question has not been at this current
search location, the dog will give a “negative
response”, and let the handler know that they
have not been at this site.
 The search may then be moved to another
location or area of probability.
 I am sure that it is obvious the importance of
eliminating search areas, so that valuable
resources are not wasted in the wrong
location.


Once a trailing dog has confirmed a direction
of travel, they should continue, with radio
communication and periodic updates. The
search around this dog, should not interrupt
their progress.
 If the trail is lost, then it may be appropriate to
use AREA search dogs.
 The next slide provides information about this
type of dog.
 They may be used to expand the search from
the trailing dogs point of reference…or.. To
begin a search without a PLS…









This team works off lead and is used to clear
a defined area. Generally used when no
point last scene is known, or when weather
conditions are not conducive to trailing.
This dog can also be scent specific trained,
or can be deployed to find any live person
in their defined area.
These dogs work fast and will work into the
wind toward the victims scent cone.
They do not need a trail

Once the mapped area has been
defined, then this region may be divided
in to sectors
 Each “team” usually consists of the
canine, the handler, one or two
“flankers” that may serve as radio
communicator and/or navigator.




POA is a relative value assigned by the
search team and is based on many factors
including weather, terrain and working
conditions. POD is intended to give the
commander information to determine
resource allocation. It may or may not be
an accurate assessment, but if the POD is
low, then this area may need to be placed
on a “to do” list and re-visited at a later
time, depending on progress of the search.

These dogs are trained on rubble/debris
piles to search for victims underneath.
They are extremely effective in locating
people trapped beneath many layers.
 These dogs may be trained in live search
or in recovery.




Specialty training to follow a trail
backwards as when one or more are lost
and one person makes it out to find help.
These dogs will follow their trail back to
their origin

These dogs will locate human remains in
all situations. They may find single drops
of blood or body parts spread in an
area.
 They may find a body buried or
hanging.
 They may locate a drowned victim.
 These dogs help to find closure for the
family of the victim.


Many concepts effect the success of
HRD detection… Once again… weather
conditions, age of decomposition of
target, “critter” population, terrain
features, buried, hanging, dispersed
body parts.. Etc
 The dogs ability to locate odor of human
decomposition does not diminish with
the age of the decomposing remains,
but….










The older the remains, the more likely they have been
scattered, and the odor permeates all vegetation
and is carried in ground water to different locations.
Best weather is cooler air temp over warm ground…
More dogs to cover smaller areas, with tight detailing.
Probes may be used to detect scent, but the same
probe should not be used in different locations. This
can transfer scent from one hole to the other.
One probe per defined area.
It is safe to say, that sometimes their ability to find
minute particles may confuse the issue. They can
detect blood that has dried and been scrubbed, so
that no “DNA” evidence may be located.

The dogs “testimony” that something is
there will never be enough to convict
someone…. There has to be DNA
evidence.
 A dog will indicate on a blood pool
where someone cut them selves, and
cleaned…. The dog does not determine
whose blood it is, just that at sometime,
there was someone's blood there…




Because blood or body fluids that
remain on the “murder weapon” may
be detected by a dog…canines may be
used to sweep an area to locate this
discarded item.







We will respond to your request to aide in the search
for victims lost for years. Time does not diminish the
ability of these dogs to locate human remains, buried
or above ground.
Time may increase the number of dogs needed to
cover an area, and reduce the size of the area that
each dog may cover.
Current weather conditions effect the search, and
because we are in a recovery setting, we have the
luxury of setting the search times to improve success.
ie: search in early AM when weather conditions are
better suited to recover scent. A long time buried
victim will be easier to locate if the air temp is cooler
than the earth temp.

Call early! We are on “call” 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year…
 Most volunteers work for a living, and will
require extra time to deploy.
 So when it is first determined, that
someone is missing, notify the team. They
can then be putting together a plan to
be able to leave as soon as it is
determined the dog team will be invited.








At this point, follow all protocols in place for
the law enforcement agency in charge.
We do not want to interfere with any
agency.
The dog team would like a telephone
briefing on route, to allow them to be
planning which equipment they will need
to put together when they arrive on scene.
When the dog team arrives, they will survey
the progress, provide a list of resources, and
begin their search according to the
agency in charge directions.

SEARCH AND RESCUE DOG TEAM

Please visit our web site to learn more about us
crossroadsk9sar.com
Doyline, La
318-458-2936
813-217-3331
318-219-6663

