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The First Rescue Dogs
The history of the rescue dog begins in the St. Bernard Pass,
a route in the Alps between Italy and Switzerland. Sometime
between 1660 and 1670 the monks received their first dogs.
While originally used as guard dogs, they were quickly
switched to a search-and-rescue function. These St. Bernards
were used to rescue travelers who were lost in the snow.
Between 1790 and 1810, more than 250,000 of Napoleon's
troops trekked through St. Bernard's pass. Not one lost his life,
and many of the soldiers told of how they were saved by
rescue dogs, who dug them up when they were trapped under
snow and laid on them to warm them until help came.

Rescue Dogs in the World Wars

During World War I, rescue dogs used their heightened
sense of smell to find wounded in the United Kingdom. The
Red Cross also used rescue dogs at this time, and in their
wartime efforts. In World War II, the U.S. began to use rescue
dogs as well as dogs in the” Dogs for Defense” program.
After World War II, rescue dogs were introduced into the
Swiss Alpine Club to find victims of avalanches in the Swiss
Alps. Similar groups over the years have adopted rescue dogs
to aid in avalanche rescue. They are widespread throughout
the Alps (where they are also trained) to this day.
Bill and Jean Syrotuck created the American Rescue Dog
Association (ARDA), which is the oldest group of its type, in
1972. The organization brought together various rescue dog
groups that had formed at the state level and gave them a
forum to trade training techniques and information

SEARCH & RESCUE
DOG TEAM

The members of the Crossroads K9 SAR are
volunteers committed to training dogs and
their handlers in the rescue and/or recovery
of lost or missing persons.
CRK9SAR is driven by a commitment to serve
the community, and works in conjunction
with local law enforcement agencies toward
completion of a successful search.

TO REQUEST A CRK9SAR
SEARCH
PLEASE CALL OUR
24-HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE:

Modern-Day Rescue Dogs

Dogs today are used by
law enforcement, rescue
and civilian groups to
rescue victims of all sorts
of disasters: Tornadoes,
hurricanes, floods,
tsunamis, and collapsed
buildings as well as to
find lost children,
hunters or Alzheimer’s
victims. Canines have the unique ability to be trained to locate
and identify human remains and tell the difference between
animal and human bones & decomposition. They can detect
minute blood drops or body fluids, recover evidence and
locate drowning victims in water at any depth. They have been
trained to identify cancer cells with remarkable accuracy.

Giving of ourselves
to serve others

Crossroads has several members certified to present for
the national program Hug-A-Tree and Survive, which
teaches children how to survive in the woods should they
become lost. The program is designed for children in
Kindergarten through 8th grade and is available at no charge.
Hug-A-Tree and Survive provides basic education on
wilderness survival techniques and includes a search dog
demonstration to give students an interactive and better
understanding of their role in a search and rescue situation.
Students are also instructed on how to properly introduce
themselves to a dog and are then allowed to meet each
search dog utilizing the proper technique.

(318) 458-2936
YOU WILL BE FORWARDED TO A
Crossroads REPRESENTATIVE
Crossroads K9 SAR
Doyline, LA 71023
k9forgood@gmail.com
http://www.crossroadsk9sar.com

A Bloodhound is the most well known canine trained
for scent discrimination, however any dog may be
trained to scent discriminate without difficulty. All
humans, alive or deceased, constantly emit
microscopic particles bearing human scent. Millions
of these are airborne and are carried by the wind for
considerable distances. While search and rescue dogs
are capable of being trained as both air scent and
trailing dogs, most dog handlers train their dogs to
perform only one of these disciplines. Therefore, the
most valuable dog team, in terms of obtaining a high
probability of detection, is one with a dog that can
switch back and forth between air scenting and
trailing as conditions dictate.

AIR SCENT

The air scent dog is the type
most frequently
encountered. This dog finds lost
people by picking up traces of
human scent drifting in the air,
and looks for the "cone" of scent
where it is concentrated. Air
scent dogs work best in
situations such as large parks or
private areas of land that are
isolated, since the dog will
detect any human scent in the
surrounding area.
The area that can be covered by an air scent dog will be
affected by a number of factors including wind conditions,
air temperature, time of day, and terrain.

TRACKING

A tracking dog is trained to follow the path of a certain
person by physically tracking their path without relying
on air scenting. This dog is usually worked in a harness
and on leash. This type of dog is effective when pursuing
an escaped criminal if no scent article is available. These
dogs are also used successfully in search and rescue
operations.

TRAILING

The trailing dog is often referred to as a "tracking" dog,
although "tracking" and "trailing" are technically not the
same. The trailing dog is directed to find a specific person
by following minute particles of human tissue or skin cells
cast off by the person as he or she travels. These heavierthan-air particles, which contain this person's scent, will
normally be close to the ground or on nearby foliage, so
the trailing dog will frequently have its "nose the ground,"
unlike the air scent dog. Each dog is usually worked in a
harness and leash and is given an uncontaminated scent
article (i.e. piece of clothing) belonging to the missing
person. The dog follows only that scent. At times, the dog
may track, following the person's footsteps, or air scent,
and home in on the subject's. Field contamination (scent of
others) should not affect his work. He should be able to
trail scents on pavements, streets, grass, water, etc. If
there is a good scent article and a point where the person
was last seen, a trailing dog will narrow the search area by
giving a direction of travel as they proceed to follow the
person’s path.

DISASTER
A disaster dog is trained
to find human scent in
unnatural environments,
including collapsed
structures and areas
affected by tornadoes,
earthquakes or other
disasters. This dog is
trained to work on
unstable surfaces as well
as in small, confined
spaces and other settings not commonly encountered.

WATER RECOVERY

A water search dog is
trained to detect human
scent that is in or under
the water, focusing on the
scent of the bodily gases
that rise up. As a team, the
handler and dog usually
work in a boat or along the
shoreline. Because of
currents and general
changes in the water, it
can be hard to pinpoint the location of a body. To
enhance the chance of location, a diver should be ready
to search as soon as the dog indicates. Additional
teams, unaware of the previous teams' findings, work
independently to indicate a location. This allows team
members to determine the most likely location of the
body.

IF YOU ARE LOST:

1) STAY PUT

Always attempt to remain in the area in which you were first
“lost” to make it easier for the search team and their canine
partners to find you. Your chances of survival increase if you
don't wander around. Also, you can aid the human searchers
by placing easily seen colored items at eye height and in open
areas that can be spotted from the air..

2) DO NOT HANDLE SCENT ARTICLES
Family members/law enforcement/emergency response
persons SHOULD NOT handle belongings owned by the lost
person. A contaminated scent article makes the trailing dog’s
job more difficult. However, if the contaminating individual is
present, most scent specific dogs are trained to eliminate the
scent of people that are currently on site using a line-up fashion
before initiating the search.

3) PRIORITIZE/CONSERVE NECESSITIES

Establishing priorities if you are lost, especially if you are lost
long-term, is one of the first steps to survival. Basic needs
are food, fire, shelter and water. Shelter is usually required
first, but this can depend on where you are and individual
A cadaver dog alerts to the scent circumstances. An adult can survive for three weeks without
food, but only three days without water. Never wait until you
of human remains, and can be
run out of water before you look for more. Conserve your
trained for above ground as well supplies. Remember that the human body loses 4-6 pints of
as buried remains search. The
water each day. Loss of liquids through respiration and
cadaver dog is trained to detect perspiration increases with work rate and temperature. This
must be replaced by actual water or water contained in
only deceased human
food. You can retain fluids and keep loss to a minimum by
remains. The training process
avoiding exertion, not smoking, keeping cool, staying in shade,
includes detection of very
minute pieces of cadaver or even not lying on hot ground, eating as little as possible, breathing
through the nose and not drinking any alcohol.

CADAVER

blood drops in a specified area.

http://www.ussartf.org/dogssearchrescue.htm

